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Purpose 

This document outlines Georgia Military College (GMC) policy on the Emergency Financial Aid Grants 

offered to GMC students under the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund III (HEERF III), authorized by 

the American Rescue Plan (ARP), Public Law 117-2, signed into law on March 11, 2021.  In addition to 

policy, this document also addresses implementation guidance.  The policy and guidance do not address 

scholarships and grants provided to preparatory school students or scholarships provided by the GMC 

Foundation.   

 Policy 

GMC will implement the American Rescue Plan (ARP) and strictly adhere to the Department of 

Education guidance. 

Background 

In May, 2021, the Secretary of Education authorized payment of $22,128,190 to GMC in grant funds 

under the ARP Act (HEERF III).  GMC is required to use no less than $11,635,814 of the funds received to 

provide emergency financial aid grants to students for any component of their cost of attendance and 

other emergency costs that arise due to Coronavirus.   

Guidance  

For the student awards, GMC will not apply HEERF III funds to student balances, nor will GMC reimburse 

itself for any costs or expenses, including but not limited to any costs associated with significant changes 

to the delivery of instruction due to the coronavirus and will not reduce previously awarded federal, 

state, or institutional financial aid awards. 

 

Funds awarded under HEERF III are not considered Federal financial aid under Title IV of the HEA. 

 

The ARP Act requires priority be given to students with exceptional financial need, such as those who 

receive Pell Grants. Eligible GMC students will be issued a grant of $775 as a member of the Corps of 

Cadets, $775 if Pell eligible, or $550 if not Pell eligible for Quarter 1, 2021.  Additional disbursements will 

be made throughout the year with adjustments made to the award amount, as necessary. 

 

The RM Office will report awarded grants to the Secretary of Education as directed by the Department 

of Education.  The report will include information regarding the expenditure of ARP Act funds, and may 

specify how grants were distributed to each student, how the amount of each grant was calculated, and 

any instructions or directions given to students about the grants. GMC will report copies of any 

communication (social media, email blasts, etc.) concerning the availability of the ARP Act funds to 

Secretary of Education. 
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Awarding HEERF III Grant funds to Students                                        

The HEERF III Act Grant is awarded to provide emergency financial aid grants to GMC students for any 
component of the student’s cost of education.  

The RM Office will award grants based on the criteria outlined within this policy directly to students. RM 
will monitor awarding of grants to ensure the intent of the ARP Act is followed, ensure awards are 
provided to the students in a consistent manner and all eligible students were considered for grant 
awards. 
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